On a system of nurse specialists in Japan

  In 1994, the Japanese Nursing Association launched a system of nurse specialists, defining these as nurses with special vocational nursing ability. Persons qualified to apply were nurses who had graduated from a Master’s course at a university of nursing, who had obtained credits in the required specialist subject areas, and who had 5 years or more practical experience of working as a nurse, of which 3 years or more comprised experience in the specialist areas concerned. Persons who passed a paper screening based on these criteria would be required to sit a written and an oral examination and, if successful, would be awarded a Certificate of Accreditation issued by the Japanese Nursing Association.
  With a view to being able to judge that the education that the nurse specialist applicants have received corresopnds appropriately to education in the defined specialist areas, discussions were held between the Japanese Association for Nursing Programs in University (JANPU) and the Japanese Nursing Association (JNA), as a result of which the two bodies agreed on a summary contract concerning the operation by JANPU of criteria for the specified education and a system of accreditation. Moreover, JANPU drew up a list of discussion points concerning the nurse specialist curriculum, established a committee for the accreditation of such a curriculum, and carried out its work of accreditation by means of evaluating the contents of the Master’s course curriculum submitted by each university in terms of the target points identified in the nurse specialist curriculum. The number of credits required for each of the subjects decided on as part of the nurse specialist curriculum criteria is shown in Table 1 below.
　

Table 1　Credits required by subjects identified as elements of the nurse specialist curriculum criteria
	Subject name
	Number of credits required

	Common subjects（Nursing education, Nursing administration, Nursing theory, Nursing research, Nursing ethics,Nursing policy）
	8 or more

	General subjects or specialist subjects specified within the nursing specialist fields
	12 or more

	Practical subjects specified in the nursing specialist fields
	6 or more

	Total
	26 or more


  In 1995, education based on the nurse specialist curriculum started to be taught in the Master’s courses of university graduate schools, and in the 2005 academic year, a curriculum based on the nurse specialist curriculum was introduced in 10 specialist subjects in the Master’s course of university graduate chools. The number of university graduate courses classified by nurse specialist area is shown in Table 2.
　

Table 2　The number of university graduate school courses as classified by nursing spepcialist area
	Certified ｎursing specialist in 
	Number of graduate program
	Certified nursing specialist in
	Number of graduate program

	Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing
	5
	Gerontological Nursing
	11

	Cancer Nursing
	8
	Family Health Nursing
	2

	Adult Nursing(chronic)
	3
	Infection Control Nursing
	2

	Women’s Health Nursing
	7
	Community Health Nursing
	8

	Child Health Nursing
	8
	Critical Care Nursing
	5


“Home Nursing” is expected to be accredited as a nursing specialist area from the 2006 academic year
