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An analysis of Japanese research articles published in English:
For the promotion of globalization of nursing knowledge

Mikako Yoshida1,4), Misuzu Gregg2,4), Noriko Yamamoto-Mitani1,4), Aiko Yamamoto3,4),
Nao Tamai1), Gojiro Nakagami1) Makoto Oe1), Hiromi Sanada1,4)

1) The University of Tokyo, 2) Kobe City College of Nursing, 3) University of Hyogo, 
4) Japan Association of Nursing Programs in Universities, Japan

1. Background
Nursing educational environment in Japan

2. Methods
Study design: Literature reviews and descriptive study

Literature search

Database:  Medline

Searching terms: 

1. nurs*[ad] NOT review, limit: English

2. Japan[ad]: Added for extracting articles by Japanese researchers

         [ad] means the affiliation of the first author

Analysis and targeted articles

Content analysis 

Parameters : Research design and affiliation type 

Evaluator: Three nursing researchers 
         * Any disagreement of content analysis was resolved by discussion.

3. Results

Further information      Mikako Yoshida  E-mail address;  mokka-tky@umin.ac.jp

4. Discussion and Conclusions
Major issues in nursing research in Japan:

Small numbers of articles published in English.

More descriptive or correlational studies than any other

kind of studies for developing or evaluating new nursing

care methods.

Huge gap of research publications among affrication types;

A few articles from prefectural and private universities

without doctoral program.

Suggested role of Japan Association of Nursing Programs in

Universities (JANPU)

General incorporated association to enhance and progress

education and academic research in nursing.

Next challenges of JANPU

1. To improve academic environment in which faculty

members can engage in research within their own

discretion.

2. To organize support system to publish articles in English,

in order to spread high quality nursing care in Japan to

the world.

3. To collaborate with leaders from worldwide in order to

improve nursing research.
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Trend analysis of nursing articles worldwide

The aim of this study was to analyze research studies conducted in 

Japan and published in English, in order to devise a support system 

needed for promoting globalization of nursing research.

Japanese nursing researchers have

been entrusted with a strategic task

of Japanese government over the last

two decades, which pursues high

quality academic environment in

nursing research field.

Nursing research environment in Japan

Nursing faculties spend most of their time for clinical training of

undergraduates because of lack of sufficient numbers of clinical

instructors, which causes shortage of time for allowing them to

conduct their research projects and thus limited numbers of scientific

articles have been published.

Consequently, nursing research has not yet been globalized into Japan.
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209 universities with various affiliation types have undergraduate

program, of which 144 with master program and 71 with doctoral

program in 2012 (Fig. 1 and 2).
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